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MINUTES OF THE YUBA COUNTY 

DEVELOPMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE (DRC) 
ZONING ADMINISTRATOR (ZA) 

 

Thursday, May 6, 2021 
9:00 a.m. CDSA Conference Room 

915 8th Street 
Marysville, California 

 
In compliance with California Executive Orders N-25-20 and N-29-20 (March 17, 
2020), members of the Development Review Committee and members of the public 
will participate in the meeting by teleconference via Go To Meeting. 
 
Join Go To Meeting 

Web Meeting:   https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/836158309 

Access Phone 

Number:   United States +1(646) 749-3122 

Access Passcode:  836-158-309 

 
Executive Order N-29-20 authorizes local legislative bodies to hold public meetings 
via teleconference and to make public meetings accessible telephonically or 
otherwise electronically to all members of the public. Members of the public are 
encouraged to observe and participate in the teleconference. 
 
Further instructions on how to electronically participate and submit your public 
comments can be found in the PUBLIC PARTICIPATION note at the end of this 
agenda. 
 
COMMITTEE PRESENT: Committee Chairman, Dan Peterson, Committee Member Clark Pickell and 
Committee Member Jeremy Strang  
 
COMMITTEE ABSENT: None 
 
STAFF PRESENT: Ian Scott, Planner I; Vanessa Franken, Planner I; Ciara Fisher, Planner II; and Kevin Perkins, 
Planning Manager 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
 
Motion by Clark Pickell and seconded by Jeremy Strang for the approval of the Development Review Committee 
minutes of April 1, 2021.  
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Ayes:  Jeremy Strang, Clark Pickell, and Dan Peterson 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
 
CONSENT ITEMS:  
 

 None 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS AND ACTION ITEMS: 
If you challenge in court the action or decision of the Yuba County Staff Development Committee regarding a 
zoning, planning, land use or environmental protection matter made at any public hearing described in this notice, 
you may be limited to raising only those issues you or someone raised at such public hearing, or in written 
correspondence delivered to the Development Review Committee at, or prior to, such public hearing. 
 

1. Administrative Use Permit AUP 2021-0003 (Mills): The applicant is requesting approval of a 
second dwelling unit in excess of 1200 square feet (2016 square feet) located at 6566 Turkey Hollow 
Drive, in the community of Browns Valley (APN: 005-600-020). 
 

This item was continued from the 4-1-2021 Development Review Committee meeting at the request of members 
of the committee.  
 
Staff Discussion: 
 

 Committee Chair Dan Peterson clarified that this item was continued from the 4-1-2021 Development 
Review Committee meeting, and that the public hearing was closed at the end of the previous DRC 
meeting. He further stated that this item is ready to come to a motion and a vote. 

 Prior to the vote, Jeremy Strang utilized the opportunity to thank the committee and the members of the 
public who raised concerns about this item and to deliver the following responses to the comments made 
in opposition to AUP 2021-0003 (Mills): 

o In response to Greg Stone: Mr. Stone stated this project violated the subdivision’s CC&Rs.  Kevin 
Perkins adequately addressed this concern and appropriately illustrated why the CC&Rs do not 
affect this process. Clearly, CC&Rs encumber land, however, it is noteworthy to state that CC&R 
provisions are agreements between private parties and are entered into voluntarily. Therefore, 
CC&R enforcement is not within the jurisdiction of this committee or the County of Yuba.  
CC&Rs are a civil matter between those that have agreed to them with civil remedies afforded to 
them by law. 

o In response to Pete Hansen: Mr. Hanson cited Government Code section 65852.2 in opposition 
of this use permit. I have reviewed the government code section cited and I find that that section 
does not apply in this case. The County has not adopted an ordinance pursuant to GC 65852.2 
and specifically subsection (a) and therefor the provisions contained therein do not apply.   

o By the Yuba County Ordinance Code, this project is for a second dwelling. The County’s Code 
allows for second dwellings up to a certain size by right. The Code also provides a path to 
construct or emplace larger dwellings through this administrative process. 

o In response to Kevin Schrader: Mr. Schrader cited Yuba County Code, subsection 11.32.240G 
in opposition. The proposed dwelling complies with Code section 11.32.240G in that the 
proposed dwelling is consistent with height, form and materials of other buildings within the 
subdivision and will be on a permanent foundation.    

 
Public Hearing: 
 

 None 
 
Motion: Motion that the project is exempt from environmental review pursuant to CEQA section 15303, 

to adopt findings A-H as found in the staff report, and to approve the administrative use permit 
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AUP 2021-0003 (Mills) subject to the conditions contained within the staff report, and that all 
construction activities comply with the Yuba County Ordinance Code. 

Moved: Jeremy Strang 
Second: Clark Pickell 
Ayes:  Jeremy Strang, Clark Pickell, and Dan Peterson 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
 

2. Environmental Assessment EA2020-0005 (USFWS): The applicant, United States Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), is requesting adoption of an environmental document in the form of a 
CEQA Mitigated Negative Declaration of the Long Bar Salmonid Habitat Restoration Project on the 
Lower Yuba River. 

 
Ciara Fisher presented the staff report recommending that the committee adopt the proposed Mitigated Negative 
Declaration and the Mitigation Monitoring Plan with addition of the Measure D requirement, and approve the 
project subject to making the necessary findings and Conditions of Approval contained in the staff report.  
 
Staff Discussion: 
 

 Ciara Fisher indicated that the Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND) was submitted to the State 
Clearinghouse on March 10th, 2021, and that the comment period ended on April 8th, 2021. Ciara Fisher 
also indicated that a comment letter was submitted for staff review by the Sierra Fund stating that the 
project encompasses mining, and that the project required a Surface Mining and Reclamation Act 
(SMARA) permit. Staff addressed the concerns in the comment letter by adding a table to the MND 
including the excavation amounts of the cut and fill volume by restoration feature. County staff also held 
a meeting with the State Mining and Geology Board on April 27th, 2021, during which it was the 
professional opinion of the State Mining and Geology Board staff that the proposed action is exempt from 
the statutes and regulations listed in the SMARA statutes document. 

 Ciara Fisher also indicated that Yuba County staff is recommending an additional mitigation measure to 
the mineral section of the MND that the project is subject to Measure D, that any material hauled off the 
site will contribute to road maintenance and that quarterly payments to Yuba County will be required.  

 
Public Hearing: 
 

 Elizabeth Martin, CEO of the Sierra Fund spoke in opposition to the project. Specifically, she spoke to 
concerns around her belief that real time mercury monitoring should occur. She also characterized the 
enforcement of SMARA as ineffectively and intermittently enforced and noted that she has advocated for 
reforms to SMARA. Elizabeth Martin stated that she does not believe State Mining and Geology Board 
staff have the authority to exempt projects from SMARA. She also stated that she believes the State 
Mining and Geology Board should hold an official hearing to consider this project, as opposed to staff of 
the agency.  

 Jeremy Strang requested a clarification on the purpose of the document. Kevin Perkins stated that the 
DRC is considering the adoption of an environmental document for a restoration project on a property 
that is zoned Extractive, which is the land use designation utilized by Yuba County for mining purposes. 
Kevin Perkins also stated that resource protection and restoration projects are permitted by zoning right, 
and that due to the approval processes required by state agencies for this project the applicant had 
produced studies that were incorporated into the Mitigated Negative Declaration being considered by the 
DRC. Kevin Perkins clarified that the DRC is considering an environmental document for a project that 
is principally permitted within the land use designation it falls within. 

 Clark Pickell asked if the proposed mitigation measures are intended to bring the effects of the project 
below the threshold of a less than significant impact. Kevin Perkins responded that this was correct. 

 
Motion: Motion that the Development Review Committee adopt the proposed Mitigated Negative 

Declaration and Mitigation Monitoring Plan pursuant to CEQA Article 6 along with the findings 
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contained within the staff report to include the mitigation measure regarding Measure D that was 
introduced during this meeting. 

Moved: Jeremy Strang 
Second: Clark Pickell 
Ayes:  Jeremy Strang, Clark Pickell, and Dan Peterson 
Noes:  None 
Abstain: None 
 
DEPARTMENT ITEMS:  None 
 
CORRESPONDENCE:  None 
 
COMMITTEE COMMENTS:  Kevin Perkins questioned the committee members as to whether or not they 
would like to continue with meetings in the virtual format or if meetings should be conducted within the chambers 
of the Board of Supervisors. Dan Peterson expressed interest in proceeding with a hybrid format. Jeremy Strang 
and Clark Pickell agreed, and Clark Pickell stated that he wanted to ensure any public meetings in person would 
comply with any necessary measures to ensure that social distancing could occur. 
 
ADJOURNMENT:  There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 9:19 am.  
 
 
 
    
Dan Peterson, Committee Chairman 
Development Review Committee 


